
 

SUITCASES AND STORIES PRE-FEDERATION MIGRATION  

These activity ideas are linked to groups of people who came to Australia before 1901, from 
convicts who had no choice, to the gold rush fortune seekers and free settlers who came to for a 
better life. 

To Research:  

Not all the convicts who came to Australia were from England. They originated from more than 
twenty-five countries. Make a list of where they came from. 

What is emancipation and how did it work? 

Consider and discuss the class distinction between the officers and free settlers, emancipated 
persons and convicts, and indigenous people.  

Research the life, work and achievements of Caroline Chisholm. 

Find out about quarantine stations. Where were they located? Why were the migrants put into 
quarantine? What diseases were the authorities worried about? What were the conditions like? How 
long was the average stay? 

To Create: A love token was a coin-sized piece of metal featuring an inscription. When someone was 
leaving for a long time they gave it to a loved one as a keepsake. Put yourself in the place of a 
convict being transported to Australia and create your own love token. Who would you be creating 
the token for? 

 

 

 

Love Token: Convict love token 1770s-1820s, 1770s-1820s 
(00040473) ANMM Collection. 

 

 

 

 



 

Thomas Barrett – The Charlotte Medal 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W7LvWKkZR70 

List the crimes of Thomas Barrett before he arrived in Australia. 

Where was it thought, that Thomas Barrett learned his skills as an engraver? 

Who asked Thomas Barrett to create the Charlotte Medal? 

What did Thomas Barrett do to bring about his untimely ending? 

https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/thomas-barrett-the-man-who-carved-the-charlotte-
medal-was-the-first-convict-executed-in-sydney/news-story/f425a72b34736f268f596966bee882c2  

http://firstfleet.uow.edu.au/details.aspx?surname=&gender=&term=&ship=Charlotte&age=&not
es=&-recid=39 

https://www.sea.museum/2013/11/26/reflections-on-charlotte-medal/  
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Play the voyage game 

The Voyage is an online game based on real convict voyages. Players make decisions, solve problems 
and deal with conflicts on a perilous journey across the globe.  
https://www.sea.museum/voyage-game 

The Australian National Maritime Museum site  also has a number of resources linked to convicts: 
https://www.sea.museum/learn/teacher-resources/voyage-game 

 

Indigenous people 

To Research 

Research why creation stories are important in Indigenous culture.  

Research the history your local Indigenous community. 

Describe the impact European settlement had on your local or another Indigenous community and 
their way of life. 

Hold a debate between the Minister for Indigenous affairs and the Minister for Immigration to 
discuss migration to Australia. (Consider the perspectives of different eras 1901, 1950, 1967 and 
today). 

 

 

 

To emigrate or remain at home was the major decision of a lifetime faced by many families in 
England and Ireland during the 19th century. The reasons to emigrate were numerous including land 
clearances (Scotland and Ireland), famine (Ireland), unemployment (England), the desire to get rich 
or the quest for political and religious freedom (Cornwall, the midlands, Scotland and Ireland). 
Australia also wanted immigrants to populate the landscape, to support a sustainable economy and 
to supply labour - even more important after the ending of convict transportation in 1868. 

  

 

Immigration poster for Tasmania 

Tasmanian Government Emigration 
Department. Poster advertising free grants 
of land in Tasmania, Australia. 1880s. 

ANMM Collection, Object number 00029079 

https://www.sea.museum/voyage-game
https://www.sea.museum/learn/teacher-resources/voyage-game


However, the cost of migrating was beyond the means of most families and individuals in England 
and Ireland, and for many wishing to come to Australia they had to rely on the various Australian 
state governments who through the sale of land offered assisted passages in return for assignment 
upon arrival. 
 
Besides these Assisted Emigrants the various Australian Colonial Governments also required people 
of who were financially independent, who would not be a drain on the state coffers, who could pay 
their own way and bring vital capital into the local economy. These migrants who could afford to pay 
their own passage were called 'Free Emigrants'.  
 
Following gold rushes on the Australian mainland many Tasmanian settlers moves up to the colonies 
of Victoria and New South Wales, the Tasmanian Government desperately needed both Assisted and 
Free settlers, and advertised throughout England and Ireland for both, encouraging the wealthier 
potential emigrants to apply by granting them access to free land. 

To consider:  

What would have been the experiences of the people that took up this offer? Think about 
differences from the established towns and cities in England to the new established colony of 
Australia. 

Voyage of 1st class and steerage passengers  

Many voyages to Australia were undertaken by free settlers and supported passengers. They were 
difficult and dangerous journeys, and often meant leaving their country of birth never to return. 

What do you think the motivation might have been to make the voyage? 

Henry Hobhouse Turnton and John Bowden 

Watch the videos of John Bowden and Henry Hobhouse Turnton and complete the table below.  

 John Bowden  Henry Hobhouse Turnton 
What year did John and Henry 
travel to Australia?  

  

Who did John and Henry travel 
with? 

  

What was the food like for John 
and Henry? 

  

Describe the accommodation for 
John and Henry. 

  

How did John and Henry entertain 
themselves on the voyage? 

  

What were the steps that John’s family had to undertake before they could migrate to Australia? 

Henry was 15 years old when he left England for Australia. How do you think Henry would have felt 
once he arrived in Australia?  

Choose either John or Henry and write a letter back to a family member back in England describing 
the experiences they had on board the ship and arriving in Australia. 

https://youtu.be/4Tzx4llG8Lw
https://youtu.be/OEMbF03vwhU


Hot seat in class, comparing the voyages of both John and Henry. 

Gold Rushes 

To Create: design a chart showing the effects of the gold rushes in Australia. Think about the many 
areas of impact for example: population, environment, economic, government structures, national 
identity and indigenous communities, 

 


