
That’s a Yolŋu language word. 
There are more than 250  
different Aboriginal languages.  

Can you unscramble the letters to find 
what each of these words means? 

Gapu - Monuk

Gapu = Monuk =

Take a journey to saltwater country

This exhibition is called Gapu - Monuk. 
Can you say it?   
GAA-PU   MAR-NUK 

R SW YE TA AT L
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Look at the big photo here. 

Can you trace the waters  
(say it – GAA-PU) in this picture? 
This is a place in north-east Arnhem Land, in the 
Northern Territory of Australia. The Aboriginal people 
of north-east Arnhem Land are the Yolŋu (yol-ng-yu) 
people. They are the traditional owners of this place. 

This image is taken from an AERIAL PERSPECTIVE or 
bird's eye view. It’s like looking at a MAP. Many of the 
artworks you will see in here are also like MAPS.

Country is very important 
to Indigenous people all 
over Australia, and it’s very 
important to Yolŋu. For Yolŋu, 
country is about so much 
more than what you can see 
or touch.  

It includes land, water, past 
and present history, and 
all the stories, beliefs and 
identities that are linked  
to that place. 

W A T E R
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Where is Bäru? (BAA-RU) 
Can you see him? Bäru is the ancestral crocodile.  
Ancestral beings are sacred and spiritual. 

They are the subjects of Yolŋu creation stories or dreamings. 
They can be shown as humans or animals. In these paintings 
you will see them as totems. 

Yolŋu people believe that these beings created all life and the 
landscape – hills, waterways, rocks, clouds – and that they 
continue to live in this place. This is why they have many laws 
and special customs to keep these sacred places. 

As you go around the exhibition try to count how many times 
you see Bäru. Colour in a tally here. 
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Bäru’s story
Bäru makes his nest in the 
swamp, where the fresh and 
the saltwater meet.

The place called Garra ali is a 
sacred home to Bäru.
In 1996 an illegal fishing camp 
was found here. There was 
rubbish everywhere and a cut-
off head of Bäru (the crocodile) 
in a bag. Yolŋu people were very 
sad and angry to hear of this 
happening. So they painted these 
stories to show their ownership 
of this country, its lands, waters, 
sacred stories, and also to show 
their laws and codes of behaviour. 

What animals live there?What places near your home 
are special to you? Do you live 
near a river or a beach? 

Why are they special? 

Draw or write 
about them here.
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Can you see the map?
Circle which part of 
Australia these artworks 
are from.

How far is this from 
where you live? Mark 
that on the map too.  

North-east Arnhem Land 
belongs to the Yol u people. 
Each of the fabric flags you 
see has names of different 
saltwater countries within this 
area too. 

There are also different 
patterns or MINY’TJI in these 
paintings. MINY’TJI are 
different designs that belong 
to different groups of people.  
Here are two examples.

Examples of 
Dhuwa clan

Examples of 
Yirritja clan
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These stories are 
usually painted on 
bodies for special 
ceremony, song 
and dances. Here 
they have been 
painted on bark 
instead.

Sacred art
This exhibition is full of 
sacred art that tells of 
a place and art that 
tells a story.

Look at the box on the wall to 
see these art making materials. 

How are these artworks made?  

painted sung danced spoken

What colours are these artworks?

Some Yolŋu families are 
only allowed to paint zigzag 
designs, and some are only 
allowed to paint wavy lines. 
They have different designs 
(MINY’TJI) to tell how the water 
flows in these places. 

Can you see the different 
depictions of water in these 
artworks – calm, turbulent, 
shimmering? 

Can you create your own patterns to show 
the way that water looks?

OCHRE

NUWAYAK

MARWAT
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Follow the waters 
to stay on the trail…

Can you see Burru’tji the lightning snake? 

Can you see Maranydjalk the stingray totem? 

Can you see the different states of water pictured 
here? The lightning flickering? The storm clouds? 

Can you see Balin the barramundi? 

What do you think these 
pictures are about? If you’re 
with family or friends, read the 
stories on the labels together.

You will see 
here the same 
stories and 
creatures 
painted in all 
different ways, 
by different 
Yolŋu families

Can you see  
Bäru the crocodile? 
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Can you see 
MANA the 
shark? 
There’s something 
in his mouth. 

What is it? 

Can you see  
the moonfish, and 
the turtles being 
hunted? 

What else is in the 
waters here? 
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Have you ever seen pictures or imagined stories in the stars at night?  
Draw them here.

Can you see some stars 
in a dark black sky? 
This is MILŊIYAWUY – the Milky Way. 

Yolŋu people in this region 
(DJARRAKPI) believe that the stars in 
the Milky Way are the souls of people 
who have died. The starry sky is also a 
home to the ancestral FRESHWATER 
crocodiles (YIŊALPIYA). 

What else can you see in this picture?  
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Can you see a picture with an 
octopus sleeping under the rocks? 
This exhibition tells us about the beautiful things that 
are in our water and how we can take care of them. 

How many of each creature are in this painting?   

Dugong  Octopus

Fish Giant clam

What ways can we help take care of these creatures? Make up a 
dance move 
inspired by 
these animals 
and show 
your friends 
or family. 10



Can you see the 
Blue Mud Bay Flag? 
What does each of these 
symbols or colours mean? 

Label it on the flag. 

Why was this flag created? 

Flag
 d

esig
n: N

uw
and

jali M
araw

ili

Flags can be a symbol of a 
country or a cultural group. 

They can signify special 
events or ceremonies. 

Sometimes we use flags to 
communicate messages and 
display pictures. 

Can you think of any other 
flags you have seen today? 

Draw them here.

HINT: have a look outside the museum. On the flagpole, you 
will see 5 different flags. Do you know what they stand for? 
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Share something about your 
favourite work with us!
Ask your family or friends to share a 
photo of your drawings or stories with 
web@anmm.gov.au for your chance to 
win some beautiful art-making supplies 
from the museum store. 

FIND THE ANSWERS ONLINE anmm.gov.au/kidstrail

Can you see the 
Mokuy spirits? 
Do you think they are friendly  
or scary? 

What was your favourite work in 
this exhibition? Why? 

Write or draw about it here.
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